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Chairman LeBeau, Chairman Perone and members of the Commerce Committee; my name is Terry
Smith and I am President of the Haddam Historical Society (IIHS) and Treasurer of the Connecticut
Spring Antiques Show (CSAS). With me is Emily Smith, Connecticut Spring Antiques Show
commitice member. We are here to support Senate Bill 77, An Act Appropriating Funds for the
Haddam Historical Society. SB 77 would give the HHS one-time, transitional funding to assist us in
addressing and absorbing the higher cost associated with moving the Connecticut Spring Antiques Show
back to the State Armory in Hartford. I have provided you with written copies of my remarks along with
a perspective of our Society, two Hartford Courant editorials and a Hartford Courant front page article
about last year’s antique show, and a brochure about our upcoming 2014 show.

In 1973 the Haddam Historical Society hosted its first antiques show in Haddam. Over the ensuing 41
years, as the show has grown in size and reputation it has become known as the “Grand Dame” of New
England antiques shows and is one of the country's most important venues of early American furniture
and accessories. The Spring antiques show now represents the Society’s largest source of funds and
supplies over one-half of our operating income. This benefits not only the Haddam Historical Society
but also our regional school district through enhanced historical-based programming; Connecticut
residents; and the City of Hartford and State of Connecticut through increased sales tax revenue,
restaurant and hotel income and other tourist-related benefits.

Last year, the City of Hartford, Division of Economic Development, performed an economic impact
analysis of the regional benefits resulting from the Connecticut Spring Antiques Show. The analysis
showed that the “...off-site commercial activity is estimated to be between $81,000— $324,000” on an

annual basis.”

For 25 years the State Armory in Hartford was the home to the spring antiques show. The armory is
truly one of Connecticut’s architectural landmarks and it set the stage every vear for a remarkable event.
Following the events of September 11, 2001, the State Armory was no longer available for the show.
The Historical Society moved the show to the Connecticut Expo Center but in 2012, after the Center was
sold, our contract was cancelled forcing us to move the event out-of-state. Everyone involved agreed
that the show needed to return to Connecticut.
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In 2013 every effort was made to not only return the show to Connecticut but also to return it to the
State Armory to commemorate our 40th anniversary. With much appreciated help from Governor
Malloy’s office, former Governor Weicker and his wife Claudia, and the Department of Homeland
Security and General Martin of the Connecticut Military Department, we were given permission to use
the State Armory for the 2013 Connecticut Spring Antiques Show.

The only issue with returning to the Armory was the cost. The venue-related costs are close to three
times that of the out-of-state facility we used in 2012. The Society, as well as our antique dealers and the
show attendees love having the show at the State Armory and we hope to remain there for many years.
Unfortunately, the cost significantly impacts our operating budget. S.B. 77 seeks to provide the
Historical Society with financial assistance in order to allow it to adjust to the new cost structure and

allow it work for us.

The mission of the Haddam Historical Society is to preserve, collect, interpret and promote the history
and heritage of Haddam for present and future generations. We fulfill this goal by offering adult and
children education programs and by maintaining the largest collections of artifacts, pictures, documents
of Haddam related history. We have recently prepared comprehensive traveling displays celebrating the
350" anniversary of the settlement of Haddam and the 100 anniversary of the Swing Bridge between
East Haddam and Haddam. We continue to sponsor town chats to present and record our town’s oral
history. In 2013 we presented our first annual high school scholarship to a Region 17 graduating senior,

The education program is particularly robust in that we provide historical based programs that are
aligned with the Regional 17 school district’s curriculum and also reaches out to home school children
and scouting organizations. These programs are presented to 3 and 5% grade students and also utilize a
summer based camp to education our children in our Connecticut heritage. We have recently had to
discontinue a 2nd and 4" grade program due to lack of available funding.

This year the Haddam Historical Society will be presenting a new series of five lectures entitled
"History and Human Rights Perspectives on Connecticut: Sagas, Scandals, Spirits and Slavery." This
series will showcase new and recent works of nonfiction of particular local relevance to all Connecticut
residents. To provide this and other programs, we rely on our HHS supporters and friends and
fundraising activities.

With the CSAS being the major source of our income, we are asking for time to off-set the higher show
operating cost. This will permit us to continue funding our educational and collection programs that
serve Haddam, Regional School District 17 and Connecticut.

I'have included a brochure in your material about the March 22/23, 2014 show and we hope you take
advantage to visit one the finest New England Antiques Shows where you can see thousands of items
and examples of early American furniture, porcelain, pottery, fine art and more, and you can ‘Buy
American’.

Thank you for your time and we will be happy to answer any questions.
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. and Sunday with _ar_étum toits

original homs, the fortress-like
Connecticut State Armery on

Broad Streetin Hartford. The

armory had been largely

off-limits to the public since the .
-SeptNattacks of 200Lbut . -
: distuissions wi
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th Gov. Darinel B
Malloy last year paved the way
for antiques show’s return.

The two-day event features
65 dealers from the Northeast
displaying museum-quality
early American furniture,
ceramies, silver, paintings,
prints and textiles. Exhibitors
setup inarmory’s vast drill
shed, showing their waresin’
room-tike settings, Some pieces’
have been known to sell for
$100,600, but organizers say
there are more modestly priced
items. There will be booth talks
by decorative arts expert Bill
Hosley and Connecticut
antigues dealer Arthur

" Liverant.

Liverant, owner of Nathait

Liverant and Son, of Colchester,

has been an exhibitor since the
show’s beginning four decades
ago.

“Antiques shows have
bacome a little more eclectic to
appeal to broader tastes,’ he
said. “The spring antiques show
has remained relatively pure
and true to itsbeginnings. I
fhink that's a tribute to Frances
Phipps”’

Pure, in this case, means
nothing made before the advent
of mass production, that 1s,

include austere furnishings
from the Pilgrim years, along
with stately Queen Anne,
Federal and Empire styles.
Tmported English and Fre uch

furnishings are also allowed, as

" they would have been common

in any fashiontable New

'England residence, along with
oriental uxuries like Chinese

porcelain, brought to this
country aboard clipper ships
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Victorian.

Visitors to the 1955 fall show
would see, in addition to staid
Queen Anne and Federal
furnishings, overwrought

Vietorian sofas, dolls, drapery,
wweather vanes, books, barn

doors, wicker chairs, playing
cards, gilt eagles, wooden

‘horses and antique weapons.
 There wasevenalife-size
- statue of the Connecticut
1 gbolifionist minster Henty

Ward Beecher.
The Antiguarian and

Landmarks show was so

popular that Phipps saw an
opportunity to capitalize on its
success, adding a second show
in the spring. In this case, the
beneficiary would be her
beloved Haddam Historical
Society, where Phipps was
raising money to restore the
society’s gem, the =

" Georgian-Colonial Thankful

Amold House.

Now in full command,
Phipps and Forbes decided to
raise the bar, permitting only
pre-1840s fumishings at the
new spring show. Phipps was
unyielding, and friends -
remember her stalking the
exhibit hall in the days before
the show to sniff out offenders.

7§ Frances fourd something
she believed did not conform, it
had to go;” said Malloy, of the

* Haddam Historical Society.

#5he had high standards” But

there were lighter moments, as
in the evenings when show .
organizers and dealers got
together to exchange gossip,
over drinksand caviar.

“Frances was very influential

in those yearsand we courted
heropinion;’ sai

great respect
for her because of her thorough
knowledge of Americana. She

. really knew the details”

‘After Phipps’ death, the

' Hartford show weathered some,

‘difficult years, losing its home
after the armory was ruled

. off Yimits after9/IL For 0 years,

the show was held at the -
Connecticut Expo Center, until
that venue closed in 201
Reluctantly, in 2012, organizers
the border to the
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the Wadsworth Atheneum
Museum of Art’s American

- Decorative Arts collection, and

1w a private consultant, said
Phipps (who dled in1986 at 62)
was tincompromising when it
came to American antiques.
“Frances was dogmatic and
opinionated,” Hosley said. “Of
course, like many of her
generation, she abhorred |
Victorian. But she had a fine -

“business sense and she really

knew her stuft”

Phipps, a founding member
of the Haddam soclety, where
she lived for many years, was -
from an old Massachusetts and
Virginia family. Stll, she
relished the rough- and: -tumble
world of newspaper reporting,

where she earned a spot beside .-

her male colleagues asa general

El RALILELED WA BEi A IOl La Rkt
Exposition in Springfield.
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manager for the [ast elght years.
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original ideals, will continue qn
asanevent thatis highly -

. anticipated by dealers and

collectors?

As in previous years, this
year’s event will feature talks by
experts like Hosley and
Liverant, who will be giving a
behind-the-scenes view of the
show’s 40 years, Thereis alsoa
special exhibit by the Haddam

: _I—_Ijstoncal Society,
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his jsn't good. The 39th Annual Connecticut

Spring Antiques show, which opens today,

isbeing held in Massachusetts.

_ " The show, traditionally one of the best
venues in the country for early American furniture and

accessories, hasheen held at the Connecticut EXpo

Center inxecent Years and would haye been again, ha

that facility not¢ '

osed late last summer, Karen DiSaia,

the show’s mansger, said organizers wanted to stay in

Connecticut and looked at ahout 30 different venues

around the state, from the Oakdale Theatre to the State

Armory to prep-school hockey rinks, to 1o avail, either

for scheduling or cost {the reason for ruling out the

Connecticut Convention Center).

The Eastern States Exposition in West Springfield,

- lome of the Big E,made 2 good offer in the jate fall.

- With time becoming afactor, the offer was accepted.

“‘Proceeds from the show, which this year has dealers

* from 13 states, support the FTaddam Historical Society.

... Theshow willgoonat the Big E this year, putthen it

_hastocome back where it belongs. mWe'd love to find a

placein Connecticut?” said Ms. DiSaia. And :

. Connecticut would love to have it. Not only does it |

- provide sales tax and rental revenue, it’s 2 perfect fit
with the historie New England jmage this state likesto

~ projectio potenitial tourists. '

7 The show once was held at the State Armory, an

_excellent place forit. But like other military facilities

_around the countTy; the armory was buttoned up after

. o/tt, which meant o more antigues shows, dog shows,

" circuses, etc. Other than the insuguration of Gov.

* Dannel P. Malloy, there've been no non-military events.
Some armories around the country have gone back to
hosting public events, and it may be time for a second

"~ look here. A fow events such as the antiques show, and

..the building will again be self-sustaining.

. Butifsecurity considerations prevent its use, there’s

_another armory in Hartford that the committee

", inadvertently overlooked, and that is Foot Guard Hall,

" the 1888 red-brick Romanesdue Revival squcture on
High Street that was once the center of the city’s social
{ife, I the historic building is still sturdy enough, it
would seem like an ideal site for the antiques show. But
whether there or elsewhere, let’s get the show backin
Connecticut.




Haddam Historical Society-2014

History has an important role in society by illustrating the foundation of democracy and providing context and inspiration.
It provides the background for issues which face our community today and helps residents to make informed decisions

about their future.

Learning about the community’s past can help residents discover an understanding and respect for previous generations
and provide an insight to those that came before us and the struggles they faced. History tells us where we came from and
how we got to be who we are. This connection can instill a respect in the community and give residents a sense of
belonging and direction. Furthermore history allows us to exercise our imaginations and enables us to extend and sharpen
our memory. History can open up new perspectives and teach us different views which could help make current and
future dialogues more worthwhile and productive. The Haddam Historical Society is an important part of Haddam’s

cultural economy.

The mission of the Haddam Historical Society is to preserve, collect, interpret and promote the history and heritage of
Haddam for present and future generations. The society offers a variety of annual programs, events and activities to share
local history with the community and out of town visitors, HHS provides quality educational programs to over 800 school
children from the local school district and offers a summer program which highlights life in early 19" century Haddam
and attracts students from all over the state. Our community based history programs, which appeal to residents of all ages
and focus on specific local events, people or industry, are extremely popular and help develop a strong respect for local
history and foster hometown pride. The society has 288 memberships and includes not only Haddam residents but
supporters from around the country. The organization receives between 10 and 20 history or genealogy requests per week
and frequently hosts visitors from out of town using the library or archives. Our Web site has been called the ‘best
historical society web site in the state” by Museum Quest and has been used as a model for many other heritage

organizations,

Collections are also an important part of the Haddam Historical Society and we continue to collect objects, manuscripts
and items related to Haddam and its associated villages. In 2012 we developed our first large scale exhibit to celebrate the
town’s 350" Anniversary which features images and objects from the archives, some never displayed before. The
traveling exhibit will help promote the society’s mission and allow residents to explore and celebrate their community’s
past. The society also collects oral histories which catalogue the stories and memories of past and present residents. Our
collections, which continue to grow, have been professionally processed and organized and are available to members,
students and scholars for research. However as history continues to expand so do our collections and proper storage space

has become a major concern for the organization.

The society’s museum, the Thankful Arnold House, is also a vital part of our mission and identity. Visitors can see and
learn what it was like to be a middle-class Connecticut River Valley family in the early 19" century and follows four
generations of Arnolds through trials and tribulations of everyday life. Located on the Connecticut Wormen’s Heritage
Trail, the museum focuses on the Arnold women and what life was like for them as the head of the houschold. Qur
landmark garden is a recent addition to Connecticut’s Historic Gardens and showcases herbs and vegetables grown in the

early 19® cenfury.

The Haddam Historical Society is a vital part of the town of Haddam as the primary depository of artifacts, manuscripts
and memories of the community and is a main destination for out of town guests,

Events and Programs Community Qutreach Education

House Tours CT River Valley Heritage/ 3rd grade Community History Tour
History Waliks Get Lost Campaign 3" grade History Scavenger Hunt
Old House Enthusiasts Group CT’s Historic Gardens 5™ grade Kites and Cross-Stitch
Gardens Tours CT Women's Heritage Trail Summer Program, ages 8-12
Haddam Guides CT Humanities Council StEPs Program Home school and Scout Programs
Founders’ Day Dinner 1.ocal farmers markets, fairs and Family Programs including gardening,
CT Spring Antiques Show celebrations. cooking and crafts

350" Traveling Exhibit Haddam Bulletin/Haddam Events Adult workshops

Library Displays contributor

History Programs




